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Help us create a stronger democracy
by fighting voter suppression. There are
so many ways that Americans' votes are
being suppressed today. Join the Why
Vote? Campaign and host your own
voter registration drive! To join the Why
Vote? Campaign, visit
votingissocialwork.org.

BARRIERS TO
VOTING IN
AMERICA

"Democracy is not a spectator sport."
Marian Wright Edelman

In 2021, 43 states proposed laws that

would incorporate new voting

restrictions.

Only 64% of voting-age Americans were

registered to vote in the 2016 election,

putting America behind many other

highly developed democratic countries.

The process of voter registration is up to

the state government to decide...some

states still do not allow voter registration

to occur online...

VOTING IS SOCIAL WORK'S 

WHY VOTE? CAMPAIGN

5.2
million
Americans were barred 

from voting in the 

2020 election 

due to felony

disenfranchisement 

laws. 

16
million
People were purged from voter

rolls across the country from

2014-2016. While trying to clean

up the voter rolls, eligible voters

are often purged from the voter

rolls in the process.
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According to The Economist
Intelligence Unit, America was again
listed as a flawed democracy in 2020

due to rising political polarization
and rising civil discord.
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W H Y
V O T E ?
CAMPA IGN

https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/ensure-every-american-can-vote/vote-suppression/voter-purges
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/locked-out-2020-estimates-of-people-denied-voting-rights-due-to-a-felony-conviction/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/11/03/in-past-elections-u-s-trailed-most-developed-countries-in-voter-turnout/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/interactive/2021/voting-restrictions-republicans-states/
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/02/02/global-democracy-has-a-very-bad-year

